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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period f ir Reply 

_MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 
• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 



Status 

fe^Respeasive to communication(s) filed on. 
SWhis action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed! in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 



Oisp sitari of Claims 



Of the above claim(s) 
□ Claim(s)- 



□ Claim(s) 



□ Claim(s)- 



. is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Prl irity under 35 U.S.C. §111® (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

Attachments) 



□ Information Disclosure Stat ment(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s).. 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Revi w, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 
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Application/Control Number: 09/643,277 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1644 

Amendment of 12/2/02 has been entered. 

is 1 1-17, 20-28, 31-40 and 46-52 are pending and under examination. 
In claims 49 and 58 —immobilized— has been misspelled. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claims 11-17, 20-28, 31-40 and 46-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 11-17, 20-28 and 3 1-40 are rejected under 1 12, second para, for all reasons 
previously stated in Paper 8. 

New claims 46 and 54 correspond in their formatting to original claim 10. These are 
rejected for the reasons stated at pages 3-4 of Paper 8. 

Applicant's response has done nothing but transverse and add new claims. As far as the 
examiner can ascertain from the response, applicant considers that the word "indicator" 
corresponds to what the examiner considered to be the "third interpretation" of this word. While 
applicant's response clarifies the record to some extent, it does not overcome all stated grounds 
of rejection. As noted, previously the claims themselves are so vague, that they fail to recite the 
proper functional relationship of all of the added reagents; hence amendment is required. See 
Paper 8, page 3, third and fourth paragraphs. Also, despite applicant's explanation of what 
"indicator" means, claim 10 remains confusing by virtue of reciting both "comparing" and 
"difference" in step (c). See Paper 8, page 4, second full paragraph. 
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Applicant's urgings filed on 12/2/02 have been considered but are unconvincing of 
patentability. 

Substitute specification pages 17 and 18 have not been entered because applicant filed no 
marked up copies to show changes, 37 CFR 1.121. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David A. Saunders, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
3976. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 
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Art Unit: 1644 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Chan, can be reached on (703) 308-3973. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-4242. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 



D. Saunders :jmr 




March 03,2003 
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